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Eric Osterling

From: Ann DuBay <Ann.DuBay@scwa.ca.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 11, 2022 4:44 PM
To: Eric Osterling
Cc: Rosanna Carvacho Elliott
Subject: Follow-up to today's call
Attachments: CGC membership categories and application.pdf

Eric, 
Thank you for your time today. We really appreciate your questions and your interest in the California Groundwater 
Coalition. Below is a summary of what we discussed and the membership categories and application are attached. We 
are happy to answer any additional questions. Just let us know what you need.  
Ann and Rosanna 
 
CGC Background 
As we discussed, CGC was created in 2006 to advocate exclusively on groundwater interests in Sacramento. Through its 
lobbyist, Rosanna Carvacho Elliott, CGC was involved in the discussions around SGMA. We are now concerned with 
legislative efforts to modify SGMA while GSAs are in the very early stages of GSP implementation. It is critical that GSAs 
have a voice in both policy and budget discussions, particularly if the drought continues and the Legislature and the 
Governor feel pressure to ‘take action.’ 
 
GSA Membership 
For this reason, CGC has created an introductory membership category for GSAs of $500 per year for two years. At this 
level, GSAs would be affiliate members and would be able to: 

 Attend and participate in quarterly board meetings; 
 Have access to the bill tracking list and position list; 
 Receive regular legislative updates, including calls to action if needed; 
 Participation in legislative calls and emails to determine CGC’s positions on amendments and strategies, as 

needed; and 
 Participation in lobbying meetings in Sacramento with legislators, staff, the Governor’s office and regulatory 

entities. 
 
While affiliate members do not vote, as we discussed, they have an active voice in developing positions on legislation 
and the state budget. 
 
If after two years, the Greater Kaweah GSA feels that CGC is a good fit, it could become a sustaining (voting) member. 
The annual cost of voting memberships is tiered. Entities that pump more than 10,000 AFY (the top tier) currently pay 
$9,500 annually. 
 
Current membership 
Sustaining: 
Chino Basin Watermaster 
Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster 
Mission Springs Water District 
Mojave Water Agency 
Orange County Water District 
Raymond Basin Management Board 
San Gabriel Basin Water Quality Authority 
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Sonoma County Water Agency (which provides technical and support services for three GSAs) 
Water Replenishment District of Southern California 
 
Affiliate Members: 
Tim Parker, Parker Groundwater 
 
Educational Members: 
Berkeley Lab 
Groundwater Resources Association of California 
 
 
Ann DuBay 
Manager of Community & Government Affairs 
Sonoma Water 
(707) 322-8185 
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CGC MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Section I – Membership Type 

(See attached matrix for qualifications and membership category descriptions.) 
 

Sustaining Membership  Dues 
____ Category 1 $4,500 

____ Category 2 $7,500 

____ Category 3 $9,500 

Affiliate Membership (nonvoting) Dues 
____ Consultant to Sustaining Members $2,500 

New Groundwater Sustainability Agencies (nonvoting) Dues 
_____ New Groundwater Sustainability Agencies  $500 

Institutional/Educational Members (nonvoting) Dues 
_____ Institutional $-0- 

_____ Educational $-0- 

 
Section II – Membership Information 

 
Member Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Name/Title: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Phone/Fax:  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________________ 

 
SECTION III – Member Signature 

 
I hereby certify that I qualify for the class of Membership designated. 
 
Date:_________________                   Signature:________________________________ 
 
Please return this application and your dues check made payable to:  California Groundwater 
Coalition and mail to:  California Groundwater Coalition, 725 North Azusa Avenue, Azusa, CA  
91702, Attn:  Tony Zampiello, Secretary-Treasurer 
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Sustaining Membership Dues Categories 
Agencies or organizations that pump from, replenish to, or manage groundwater basins  

 Pump from GW Replenishment to 
GW 

Manage GW 
(Basin storage) 

Dues 

Category 1 0 AF to 1,000 AF 1,000 AF to 10,000 
AF 

1 mil AF or less $ 4,500 

Category 2 1,000 AF to 
10,000 AF 

10,000 AF to 
20,000 AF 

1mil AF to 5 mil 
AF 

$7,500 

Category 3 10,000 AF or 
larger 

20,000 AF or more 5 mil AF or 
larger 

$9,500 

Select the category that best describes your organization/agency and use the chart to 
determine your dues level. 

Affiliate Membership 
Agencies or organizations that act as consultants to Sustaining Members (Non Voting) 

 
$ 2,500 

New Groundwater Sustainability Agencies Membership 
Newly formed Groundwater Sustainability Agencies, an entity that has formed within the last 
two calendar years. Introductory rate is valid for the first 2 years of membership (Non Voting) 

 
$ 500 

Institutional/Educational Membership 
Individuals or institutions that educate or advocate for groundwater (Non Voting) 

 
$ -0- 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 HELD OCTOBER 17, 2022 
 
At approximately 1:00 p.m. on October 17, 2022, at Farmersville City Hall, Vice Chairman Chris 
Tantau of the Greater Kaweah GSA called to order a meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
Greater Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (“GKGSA”).  Based 
on the declared State of Emergency and local health officials’ social distancing recommendations 
due to COVID-19, the meeting was held in person and via remote meeting technology.   
  
 Directors  Ernie Taylor   Pete Vander Poel 
 Present:  Joe Cardoza, III  Brian Watte   
    Paul Boyer   Chris Tantau 

Stephen Johnson  Eric Shannon  
Alt. Sean Corley   

     
Directors    Don Mills     
Absent:    
 

ROLL CALL: 
 
Vice Chairman Tantau announced that all directors were present in person except for Chairman 
Don Mills.  He noted that alternate Sean Corley was present. 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 

ANTICIPATED LITIGATION: 
 [Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (2)] 
 Number of Potential Cases:  Two 
 
The board of directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section 
54956.9(d)(2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding two potential items of 
anticipated litigation.   
 
CLOSED SESSION ITEM 
 
 Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code Section 54957.1 
 
Vice Chairman Tantau advised that there were no matters to report from closed session.   
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 Public comment was received from the following individuals: 
 
Beau Champlin 
Johnny Gailey 
Lauren Layne 
Cornell Kasbergen 
Jeff Toledo 
Dino Giacomazzi 
 
CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Staff and Directors Will Provide an Update on Any Recent Correspondence as Well as Any 
 Other General Announcements 
 
General Manager Osterling reported on matters related to metering technology and the upcoming 
audit.  Mr. Osterling noted that M. Green and Co. will be the new auditor for the Agency. 
 
Vice Chairman Tantau reported on a Presentation provided at the Heritage Center, and noted the 
similarity to the comments heard today. 
 
MINUTES 

Review and Approve Minutes for the September 17, 2022 Special Board Meeting 
 
A draft of the minutes of the Board's September 17, 2022 special meeting was presented.  A copy 
of the minutes is attached hereto as Agenda Item #7 and incorporated by reference.   
 
Director Watte moved to approve the minutes of the September 17, 2022 special meeting.  Director 
Corley seconded, and the motion was unanimously carried after the following roll call vote: 
 
In Favor:  
 
Alt. Director Corley 
Vice Chairman Tantau 
Director Watte 
Director Vander Poel 
Director Johnson 
Director Taylor 
Director Shannon 
Director Boyer 
 
Opposed: None. 
 
Abstain: Director Cardoza 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Consider for Approval of the Quarterly Financial Report for the Quarterly Period Ending 
September 30, 2022 

 
General Manager Osterling reported on the Quarterly Financial Report for the period ending 
September 30, 2022.  A copy of the report is attached hereto as Agenda Item #8b and incorporated 
by reference.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the report.   
 
Director Shannon moved to accept the report.  Director Watte seconded, and the motion was 
unanimously carried after the following roll call vote:  
 
In Favor: 
 
Alt. Director Corley 
Vice Chairman Tantau 
Director Watte 
Director Vander Poel 
Director Johnson 
Director Taylor 
Director Shannon 
Director Boyer 
Director Cardoza 
 
Opposed: None. 
 
 Consider for Approval Annual Audit Financial Report for the Year Ending December 31, 
 2021 
 
Dennis Hylton reported on the Annual Audit Financial Report for the year ending December 31, 
2022.  A copy of the report is attached hereto as Agenda Item #8a and incorporated by reference.   
 
Discussion ensued regarding the report. 
 
Director Cardoza moved to accept the report.  Director Vander Poel seconded, and the motion was 
unanimously carried after the following roll call vote: 
 
In Favor: 
 
Alt. Director Corley 
Vice Chairman Tantau 
Director Watte 
Director Vander Poel 
Director Johnson 



4 
 

Director Taylor 
Director Shannon 
Director Boyer 
Director Cardoza 
 
Opposed: None. 
 
RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 

The Board May Receive and Report from Legal Counsel and Staff on any Relevant Matters 
and May Provide Direction 
 

No report was given by legal counsel.  Public comment was received from Geoff Vanden Heuvel. 
 
Discussion ensued.   
 
RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR NON-MATERIAL GSA BOUNDARY CHANGE 
 
 The Board Will Consider Approval of a Resolution in Support of Non-Material GSA 
 Boundary Changes Between MKGSA, TID and GKGSA 
 
General Manager Osterling provided a report on the Resolution in Support of Non-Material GSA 
Boundary Changes Between MKGSA, TID and GKGSA.  A copy of the Resolution is attached as 
Agenda Items #10 and incorporated by reference.   
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Director Watte moved to approve the Resolution.  Alternate Director Corley seconded, and the 
motion was unanimously carried after the following roll call vote: 
 
In Favor:  
 
Alt. Director Corley 
Vice Chairman Tantau 
Director Watte 
Director Vander Poel 
Director Johnson 
Director Taylor 
Director Shannon 
Director Boyer 
Director Cardoza 
 
Opposed: None. 
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RESOLUTION IN RECOGNITION OF THE PASSING OF MIKE CHRISMAN 
 
 The Board Will Consider Approval of a Resolution in Recognition of the Passing of Mike 
 Chrisman and the Many Contributions he has Made in his Life and Career 
 
General Manager Osterling provided a report on the Resolution in Recognition of the Passing of 
Mike Chrisman.  A copy of the Resolution is attached as Agenda Items #11 and incorporated by 
reference.   
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Director Shannon moved to approve the Resolution.  Director Watte seconded, and the motion was 
unanimously carried after the following roll call vote: 
 
In Favor:  
 
Alt. Director Corley 
Vice Chairman Tantau 
Director Watte 
Director Vander Poel 
Director Johnson 
Director Taylor 
Director Shannon 
Director Boyer 
Director Cardoza 
 
PROPOSAL FOR DEVELOPMENT OF A HYDROLOGIC DMS FOR KAWEAH SUBBASIN 
 
 The Board Will Consider for Approval a Coordinated Kaweah Subbasin Proposal by 
 Montgomery & Associates for the Development of a Hydrologic Data Management System 
 
This matter was tabled. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 

The Next Meeting of the Board of Directors is Scheduled for Monday, November 14, 
2022 at 1:00 p.m. 
 

Vice Chairman Tantau announced the next meeting of the Groundwater Sustainability Agency will 
commence on Monday, November 14, 2022 at 1:00 p.m.  Staff will work to hold a special board 
meeting, and possibly a committee meeting, earlier than the regular board meeting date.   
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
As there was no further business to come before the Board of Directors, the meeting was 
concluded. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Eric Osterling, Secretary  



 
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING 

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 HELD OCTOBER 27, 2022 

 
At approximately 2:00 p.m. October 27, 2022, at Clarence Ritchie Ranch, 16338 Avenue 308, 
Visalia, CA 93292 (“District”), Chairman Don Mills of the Greater Kaweah GSA called to order 
a special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Greater Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency Joint Powers Authority (“GKGSA”).   
  
 Directors  Eric Shannon    Brian Watte 
 Present:  Paul Boyer   Pete Vander Poel   
    Chris Tantau    Alt. Blake Mauritson 

Don Mills   Stephen Johnson 
Ernie Taylor  
   

 Directors    Joe Cardoza, III    
Absent:    
   

     
ROLL CALL: 
 
Chairman Mills announced that all directors were present.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Chairman Mills opened the meeting for public comment.  No public comment was presented. 
 
 
CRITERIA FOR USING EVAPOTRANSPIRATION METHOD – CALCULATION OF 
PRECIPITATION 
 
Joel Kimmelshue of Land IQ provided a presentation on Land IQ methodology.  David De Groot 
provided a presentation on precipitation as it relates to the Land IQ ET methodology. 
 
Numerous members of the public provided comment and discussion ensued.   
 
 
 
 
 
PENALTY RATES 
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 The Board Will Receive a Staff Report on Tiered Penalty Rates, Including a Discussion 
 of the Dashboard Presentation of Penalty Rates for WY 2022.  A Staff Report Will be 
 Presented on the Stakeholder and Rural Communities Committees’ Discussion of Penalty 
 Rates and the Board’s Prior Action 
 
General Counsel Mauritson provided a report on tiered penalty rates, including a discussion of the 
Dashboard presentation of penalty rates for WY 2023.  She also gave a report on the Stakeholder 
and Rural Communities Committees’ discussion of penalty rates and the board’s prior action.  
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
 The Board May Take Action to Reconsider Resolution 2022-05 Establishing Tier 1, Tier 
 2 and Tier 3 Rates for WY 2023.   
 
No action was taken, and this matter was tabled. 
 
LAND FALLOWING – REVERSE AUCTION PROGRAM 
 
 Discussion of a Potential Land Fallowing/Reverse Auction Program.  A Staff Report Will 
 be Presented on the Stakeholder and Rural Communities Committees’ Discussion of a 
 Program.  Direction May be Provided to Form an Ad Hoc Committee to Further Discuss 
 
General Manager Osterling provided a report on the potential Land Fallowing/Reserve Auction 
Program. 
 
A presentation was provided by representatives of Delta View Water Association.  The Board 
directed staff to schedule a special board meeting for November 1, 2022 at 1:30 p.m. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
OTHER 
 
No additional matters were discussed. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

The Board May Discuss the Need to Reschedule the Next Regular Meeting or any 
Special Meeting 

 
As noted above, the Board instructed that a special meeting be held on November 1, 2022, at 1:30 
p.m. 
 
The next regular meeting of the Groundwater Sustainability Agency will commence on Monday, 
November 14, 2022 at 1:00 p.m.   
ADJOURNMENT 
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As there was no further business to come before the Board of Directors, the meeting was 
concluded. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Eric Osterling, Secretary 



 
 

 

 

 
Combined RCC/SC Report:  
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Draft Infographic Materials (informational) 
 

 

 

 







 
 

 

 

 
Resolution Establishing Tier 1, Tier 2, and 

Tier 3 Rates for WY 2023 
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MASTER SERVICES AGREEMENT 
 
This Master Service Agreement ("Agreement"), with an effective date of March 30, 2020, is by and 
between Greater Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency ("Agency") 2975 N. Farmersville Blvd., 
Farmersville Ca 93725 and EKI Environment & Water, Inc, a California Corporation ("Consultant"), 2001 
Junipero Serra Blvd., Suite 300, Daly City, California 94014. 
 
In consideration of the mutual covenants and promises contained herein, Agency hereby engages 
Consultant to provide certain services (the "Services") on the following terms and conditions: 
 
1. SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
1.1 The Services to be performed by Consultant under this Agreement shall be set forth in individual task 
orders using the general format set forth in Attachment A (each, a "Task Order"), attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference. 
 
2. TASK ORDER PROCESS 
 
2.1 Upon the request of Agency, Consultant shall prepare a Task Order containing an identification of the 
project ("Project"), description of the Services, compensation to be paid to Consultant for the performance 
of the Services ("Compensation"), and a proposed schedule for the performance ("Project Schedule") for 
the Services. 
 
2.2 Upon mutual agreement of the parties, the Task Order shall be finalized and executed by the parties. 
The effective date of the Task Order will be as set forth in the individual Task Order. 
 
2.3 Changes to the Task Order shall be made in writing and signed by both parties. 
 
3. INVOICING AND PAYMENT 
 
3.1 Consultant shall submit its standard monthly invoice describing the Services performed and expenses 
incurred during the preceding month. Agency shall make payment of all undisputed portions of such 
invoice and provide written justification for the withholding of any disputed portions to Consultant within 
thirty (30) calendar days from the date of Consultant's monthly invoice. 
 
3.2 Task Order(s) may provide monetary limits on performance of said services as listed in such Task 
Order(s). In no event shall Agency be responsible for exceedances beyond express limitations listed in 
such Task Order(s) unless it has consented in writing to such exceedances. 
 
4. PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE 
 
4.1 This Agreement shall have an effective date as set forth above and shall remain in effective until 
terminated pursuant to Section 13 of this Agreement. 
 
4.2 The period of performance for the Services under each Task Order shall be as set forth in the 
applicable Task Order. 
 
4.3 In the event of the expiration or partial termination of this Agreement, Consultant shall, unless 
otherwise directed by Agency, complete its performance of any outstanding Task Orders then pending in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of such Task Order(s) as may be further amended and this 
Agreement. In such case, the specifications, terms and conditions of the Task Order(s) and this 
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Agreement shall be deemed to have survived the expiration of this Agreement with respect to such Task 
Order(s) until such time as the Task Order(s) are completed. 
 
5. AGENCY'S RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
5.1 Agency shall designate a person to act as Agency's representative with respect to each Task Order 
issued under this Agreement. Such person will have complete authority to transmit instructions, receive 
information and interpret and define Agency's policies and decisions. 
 
5.2 Agency shall furnish to Consultant applicable information and technical data in Agency's possession 
or control reasonably required for the proper performance of the Services. Consultant shall be entitled to 
reasonably rely upon the information and data provided by Agency or obtained from generally accepted 
sources within the industry without independent verification except to the extent such verification is 
expressly included in the scope of Services. 
 
5.3 Agency shall examine all studies, reports, sketches, drawings, specifications, and other documents 
presented by Consultant, seek legal advice, the advice of an insurance counselor, or other Consultant(s), 
as Agency deems appropriate for such examination. If any document requires Agency to approve, 
comment, or to provide any decision or direction, such approval, comment, decision, or direction shall be 
provided within a reasonable time within the context of the applicable Project Schedule. 
 
6. CONSULTANT'S RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
6.1 Consultant shall designate a Project manager for the performance of the Services described in each 
Task Order. 
 
6.2 Consultant shall perform the Services as an independent Consultant and not as Agency's agent or 
employee. Consultant shall be solely responsible for the compensation, benefits, contributions, and taxes, 
if any, of its employees and agents. 
 
6.3 The standard of care applicable to Consultant's Services will be the degree of skill and diligence 
normally employed by professional consultants performing the same or similar services at the time and 
location said Services are performed. 
 
7. CHANGE ORDERS 
 
7.1 Agency or Consultant may, from time to time, request modifications or changes in the Services 
described in a Task Order. To the extent that the Services to be performed by Consultant have been 
affected by such change, Consultant's Compensation and Project Schedule shall be equitably adjusted. 
All changes shall be set forth in a written Change Order in the form of Attachment B, incorporated herein 
by reference, and executed by both parties. 
 
8. FORCE MAJEURE 
 
8.1 Neither party shall be responsible for a delay in its performance under this Agreement, other than a 
delay in payment for Services already performed, if such delay is caused by extraordinary weather 
conditions or other natural catastrophes war, terrorism, riots, strikes, lockouts, or other industrial 
disturbances, acts of any governmental agencies or other events beyond the reasonable control of the 
claiming party. Consultant shall be entitled to an equitable adjustment to the Compensation and the 
Project Schedule as a result of any such delay. 
 



 

 

9. CONFIDENTIALITY 
 
9.1 Consultant shall treat as confidential and proprietary all information and data delivered to it by Agency 
("Confidential Information"). Confidential Information shall not be disclosed to any third party, other than 
Consultant's subconsultants or sub consultants, during or subsequent to the term of this Agreement. 
Nothing contained herein shall preclude Consultant from disclosing information or data: (i) in the public 
domain without breach of this Agreement; (ii) developed independently by Consultant; or (iii) where 
disclosure or submission to any governmental authority is required by applicable statutes, ordinances, 
codes, regulations, consent decrees, orders, judgements, rules, and all other requirements of any and all 
governmental or judicial entities that have jurisdiction over the Services, but only after written notice has 
been received by Agency. 
 
9.2 California Public Records Act. Consultant acknowledges that, as a public agency of the State of 
California, Agency is subject to the California Public Records Act (the "Act"). Agency is therefore required 
to disclose any information deemed to be a public record upon request as provided in the Act. Therefore, 
notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, Agency shall not be in breach of this Agreement 
because it discloses any Confidential Information in response to a request made under the Act. 
 
10. RIGHTS IN DATA 
 
10.1 All right, title, and interest in and to the work products provided by Consultant to Agency shall 
become, upon payment of the fees owed to Consultant under the applicable Task Order, the property of 
Agency ("Work Product"). All written information shall be provided in original and editable format. The 
Consultants Work Product may not be used or relied upon by others without the Consultant prior written 
consent, which shall not be unreasonably withheld. 
 
11. INSURANCE AND INDEMNITY 
 
In connection with work to be performed and/or materials to be furnished under this Agreement, the 
undersigned Consultant agrees that: 
 
11.1 To the fullest extent permitted by law, Consultant will defend, indemnify and hold harmless, Agency, 
its directors, officers, employees or authorized volunteers from all claims and demands (collectively 
“Claims”) of all persons arising out of the performance of the work to the extent caused by the negligent 
or other intentionally wrongful acts or omissions of Consultant, its subconsultants, or any person or entity 
for whose acts or omissions any of them are responsible, or by the negligent failure of any such party to 
perform as required by this Agreement. Consultant shall have no duty to hire counsel to defend Agency, 
but at the time of any settlement or adjudication of any Claims, shall pay to Agency as damages 
reasonable attorney's fees and costs, to the extent arising out of the negligent or intentionally wrongful 
acts of Consultant. 
 
11.2 Consultant certifies that it is aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the California Labor Code 
which requires every employer to be insured against liability for workers' compensation or to undertake 
self-insurance in accordance with the provisions of that code, and it will comply with such provisions 
before commencing the performance of the work of this Agreement. Consultant will keep workers 
compensation insurance for its employees in effect during all work covered by this agreement and shall 
provide Agency upon request the certificate required by Labor Code Section 3700. 
 
11.3 Prior to beginning work, Consultant shall file, and have on file with Agency, certificates of insurance 
and policy endorsements satisfactory to Agency evidencing the following. 
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(a) General liability coverage, of not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence and $2,000,000 
general and products-completed operations aggregate covering bodily injury, personal injury, and 
property damage. The general liability coverage shall give Agency, its directors, officers, 
employees, or authorized volunteers additional insured status (including completed operations) 
using ISO endorsements CG2010 and CG2037 or equivalent. 
 
(b) Auto liability coverage of at least $1,000,000 for bodily injury and property damage each 
accident limit. 
 
(c) Workers' compensation (statutory limits) and employer's liability of not less than 
$1,000,000 per accident or disease (if applicable). This policy shall waive any right of subrogation 
with respect to the Agency, its employees, or agents.  
 
(d)  Professional Liability covering negligent acts, errors and omissions in the performance of 
professional services with policy limits of $1,000,000 per claim and $2,000,000 in the annual 
aggregate. 

 
All policies shall require 30 days (10 days for non-payment of premium) notice of cancellation to the 
Agency.  
 
All policies (excluding worker' compensation) shall include a provision that coverage will be primary and 
any insurance, self-insurance or other coverage maintained by the Agency, its directors, officers, 
employees, or authorized volunteers shall not contribute to it. 
 
Coverage is to be placed with a carrier with an A.M. Best rating of no less than A-:V11, or equivalent, or 
as otherwise approved by the Agency. In the event that the Consultant employs other Consultants (sub-
Consultants) as part of the work covered by this agreement, it shall be the Consultant's responsibility to 
require and confirm that each sub-consultant meets the minimum insurance requirements specified 
above. 
 
12. SUSPENSION 
 
12.1 Agency may, at any time and without cause, suspend the Services of Consultant under any Task 
Order or any portion thereof for a period of not more than 90 days by notice in writing to Consultant. 
Consultant shall resume the Services on receipt from Agency of a written notice of resumption of the 
Services. If such suspension causes an increase in Consultant's cost or a delay in the performance of the 
Services, then an equitable adjustment shall be made to the Compensation and Project Schedule, as 
appropriate. In the event that the period of suspension exceeds 90 days, the contract time and 
compensation are subject to renegotiation. 
 
13. TERMINATION 
 
13.1 Agency may terminate this Agreement or any Task Order for Agency's convenience by providing 30 
days' written notice to Consultant. In such event, Consultant will be entitled to Compensation for the 
Services performed up to the effective date of termination plus compensation for reasonable termination 
expenses. Consultant will not be entitled to compensation for profit on Services not performed. 
 
13.2 Consultant may terminate this Agreement for Consultant’s convenience by providing 30 days written 
notice to Agency. In the event of such termination, Consultant shall continue to provide services under 
any outstanding Task Orders under the terms of this Agreement, unless the parties agree otherwise in 
writing. 
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14. NOTICE 
 
14.1 Any notice or communication required or permitted by this Agreement shall be deemed sufficiently 
given if in writing and when delivered personally or 48 hours after deposit with a receipted commercial 
courier service or the U.S. Postal Service as registered or certified mail, postage prepaid, and addressed 
as follows: 
 
AGENCY      CONSULTANT  
 
GREATER KEWEAH GROUNDWATER   EKI ENVIRONMENT & WATER, INC. 
SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY  
2975 N. Farmersville Blvd.    2001 Junipero Serra Blvd., Suite 300 
Farmersville, CA 93223     Daly City, California 94014 
Attn:       Attn:  
 
Or to such other address as the party to whom notice is to be given has furnished to the other party in the 
manner provided above. 
 
15. SURVIVAL OF CONTRACT TERMINATION 
 
15.1 The Articles relating to Confidentiality and Governing Law and Venue shall survive completion of the 
Services, payment in full of the Compensation and termination of this Agreement. 
 
16. MISCELLANEOUS 
 
16.1 Assignment. Neither this Agreement nor any rights under this Agreement may be assigned by any 
party, other than to a party's affiliate, parent, or subsidiary, without the prior written consent of the other 
party, which may be withheld in such party's sole and absolute discretion. 
 
16.2 Binding Effect. The provisions of this Agreement shall bind and inure to the benefit of the parties and 
their respective successors and permitted assigns. 
 
16.3 Parties in Interest. Nothing in this Agreement, expressed or implied, is intended to confer on any 
person or entity other than the parties any right or remedy under or by reason of this Agreement. 
 
16.4 Counterparts. This Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall be 
deemed an original, but all of which together shall constitute a single agreement. Facsimile and electronic 
signatures shall be binding. 
 
16.5 Amendment and Waiver. This Agreement may be amended, modified, or supplemented only by a 
writing executed by each of the parties. Any party may in writing waive any provisions of this Agreement 
to the extent such provision is for the benefit of the waiving party. No action taken pursuant to this 
Agreement shall be deemed to constitute a waiver by that party of any other party's compliance with 
provisions of this Agreement. No waiver by any party of a breach of any provision of this Agreement shall 
be construed as a waiver of any subsequent or different breach, and no forbearance by a party to seek a 
remedy for noncompliance or breach by another party shall be construed as a waiver of any right or 
remedy with respect to such noncompliance or breach. 
 



 

 

16.6 Governing Law, Dispute Resolution, and Venue.  
 

(a) This Agreement shall be construed and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the 
State of California, excluding any choice of law rules which may direct the application of the laws 
of another jurisdiction.  
(b)  Any controversy, dispute, issue, or claim arising out of or in any way relating to this 
Agreement which cannot be amicably settled by direct negotiations between the parties shall be 
subject to mediation prior for to instituting any litigation .  The parties shall bear their own 
attorney’s fees and costs, but shall share equally the cost of the mediator.  Matters not resolved 
by mediation shall be litigated. 
 
(c) Venue for any litigation shall be in a California State Court in Tulare County, California, 
and the parties consent to venue therein; or if jurisdiction over the action cannot be obtained in a 
California State Court, in a Federal Court of competent jurisdiction situated in Fresno County, 
California. 

 
16.7 Severability. The invalidity or unenforceability of any particular provision of this Agreement shall not 
affect the other provisions, and this Agreement shall be construed in all respects as if any invalid or 
unenforceable provision were omitted. 
 
16.8 Preparation of Agreement. All provisions of this Agreement have been subject to full and careful 
review by and negotiation between Consultant and Agency. Each such party has availed itself of such 
legal advice and counsel as it, respectively, has deemed appropriate. The parties hereto agree that 
neither one of them shall be deemed to be the drafter or author of this Agreement, and in the event this 
Agreement is subject to interpretation or construction by a court of law or panel of arbitration, such court 
or panel shall not construe this Agreement or any portion hereof against either party as the drafter of this 
Agreement. 
 
16.9 Entire Agreement. This Agreement embodies the entire agreement and understanding between the 
parties pertaining to the subject matter of this Agreement, and supersedes all prior agreements, 
understandings, negotiations, representations, and discussions, whether verbal or written, of the parties 
pertaining to that subject matter. 
 
AGENCY      CONSULTANT 
 
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Signature 
 
 
_________________________________  ________________________________ 
Name & Title(Printed or Typed)    Name & Title (Printed or Typed 
 
 
Date: October ___. 2022    Date: October ___, 2022 

Deleted: without 

Deleted: court action 



 
Corporate Office 

2001 Junipero Serra Boulevard, Suite 300 
Daly City, CA 94014 

(650) 292-9100 
ekiconsult.com 

24 October 2022 
 
Eric Osterling  
Greater Kaweah GSA 
Sent via email: eosterling@greaterkaweahgsa.org 

Subject: Task Order #1: General Strategic & Technical Support for Great Kaweah GSA (EKI C2-264) 

Dear Mr. Osterling: 

Greater Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GKGSA or Client) has requested that EKI 
Environment & Water, Inc. (EKI) provide as-needed strategic and technical support to assist the GKGSA 
with Sustainable Groundwater management Act (SGMA) compliance.  

SCOPE OF WORK 

The following scope of work includes anticipated strategic and technical support services, a subset of 
which the GKGSA may request that EKI provide pursuant to this Task Order (TO). 

Task 1 – Support Basin-Scale and Local Coordination Activities 

EKI will be available to attend meetings, review technical documents, and otherwise provide staff 
augmentation services for selected efforts explicitly identified by the GKGSA as they relate to the 
coordination efforts required to support SGMA compliance in the basin and locally. The scope and level 
of effort for this task is difficult to quantify, but anticipated efforts could include: 

• Support the GKGSA with responses to the California Department of Water Resources (DWR’s) final 
determination of the Kaweah Subbasin Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs); 

• Support the GKGSA in preparing materials and responding to information requests related to the 
WY 2022 GSP Annual Report; 

• Provide data, and review and comment on work efforts related to basin-scale modeling or other 
related technical efforts; 

• Provide support for grant proposals and administration; 

• Support GSA administration efforts, including development of agendas, noticing and intra-basin 
coordination, stakeholder engagement, etc.;  

• Coordination and strategic planning with GKGSA staff and attorneys; and 

• Attend and/or present (remotely) at meetings related to the efforts mentioned above.  

Task 2 – Support Prioritization of Data Gap Filling Activities and P/MA Development 

Numerous data gaps were identified in the GKGSP, and multiple potential projects and management 
actions (P/MAs) were also identified to support local groundwater sustainability. The GKGSA has limited 
resources and will need to make strategic decisions in terms of expenditures to support data collection 
and P/MA implementation. The scope and level of effort for this task is difficult to quantify, but anticipated 
efforts could include: 

• Coordination with the GKGSA to develop a recommended prioritization plan for data gaps filling 
activities and P/MA implementation; 
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• Provide as-needed support for design and permitting and implementation of selected data gap 
filling efforts and/or P/MAs; 

• Support development/implementation of a well mitigation policy, pumping allocations, or other 
groundwater management policies, as needed; and 

• Collect and process data collected for SGMA purposes to assess local sustainability. 

Task 3 – Project Management and Communications 

Additional services, including routine project management and communications tasks, will be performed 
on an as-needed and as-requested basis and will be charged on a time and materials basis. 

COMPENSATION  

Inasmuch as the exact level of effort required to complete the above Scope of Work cannot be known 
precisely, EKI proposes to perform the work on a time and materials expense reimbursement basis in 
accordance with our current Schedule of Charges (Attachment A). The not-to-exceed amount for this 
TO #1 is $50,000. 

SCHEDULE 

EKI is prepared to start work on the above Scope of Work immediately upon authorization to proceed.  

If this proposed scope meets with your approval, please sign where noted below and return a fully 
executed copy to our office to confirm authorization to proceed. Please call if you have any questions or 
wish to discuss this proposal in greater detail. 

Very truly yours, 

EKI ENVIRONMENT & WATER, INC. 

  
Anona L. Dutton, PG, CHg      
Vice President / Principal-In-Charge  

AUTHORIZATION 
      GREATER KAWEAH GSA (CLIENT) 
 
      By__________________________ 
 
      Title_________________________ 
 
      Date_________________________ 

 

Attachment 

EKI 2022 Schedule of Charges



 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment A 

EKI 2022 Schedule of Charges 



Client/Address:   Greater Kaweah GSA 
                            Eric Osterling 
                            Sent via email: eosterling@greaterkaweahgsa.org  
                             

Proposal Date:    24 October 2022                                                                                         EKI Proposal # C2-264 

SCHEDULE OF CHARGES FOR EKI ENVIRONMENT & WATER, INC.                         1 January 2022      

Personnel Classification Hourly Rate 
Officer and Chief Engineer-Scientist 307 
Principal Engineer-Scientist 296 
Supervising I, Engineer-Scientist 286 
Supervising II, Engineer-Scientist 276 
Senior I, Engineer-Scientist 265 
Senior II, Engineer-Scientist  255 
Associate I, Engineer-Scientist 244 
Associate II, Engineer-Scientist 230 
Engineer-Scientist, Grade 1 214 
Engineer-Scientist, Grade 2 202 
Engineer-Scientist, Grade 3 185 
Engineer-Scientist, Grade 4 165 
Engineer-Scientist, Grade 5 145 
Engineer-Scientist, Grade 6 128 
Project Assistant 130 
Technician 116 
Senior GIS / Database Analyst  150 
CADD Operator / GIS Analyst 133 
Senior Administrative Assistant 147 
Administrative Assistant 115 
Secretary 96 

Direct Expenses 
Reimbursement for direct expenses, as listed below, incurred in connection with the work will be at cost plus fifteen percent 
(15%) for items such as: 
 a. Maps, photographs, reproductions, printing, equipment rental, and special supplies related to the work. 
 b. Consultants, soils engineers, surveyors, drillers, laboratories, and contractors. 
 c. Rented vehicles, local public transportation and taxis, travel, and subsistence. 
 d. Special fees, insurance, permits, and licenses applicable to the work. 
 e. Outside computer processing, computation, and proprietary programs purchased for the work. 

A Communication charge for e-mail access, web conferencing, cellphone calls, messaging and data access, file sharing, local and 
long distance telephone calls and conferences, facsimile transmittals, standard delivery U.S. postage, and incidental in-house 
copying will be charged at a rate of 4% of labor charges.  Large volume copying of project documents, e.g., bound reports for 
distribution or project-specific reference files, will be charged as a project expense as described above. 

Reimbursement for company-owned automobiles, except trucks and four-wheel drive vehicles, used in connection with the 
work will be at the rate of sixty cents ($0.60) per mile.  The rate for company-owned trucks and four-wheel drive vehicles will 
be seventy-five cents ($0.75) per mile.  There will be an additional charge of thirty dollars ($30.00) per day for vehicles used for 
field work.  Reimbursement for use of personal vehicles will be at the federally allowed rate plus fifteen percent (15%). 

CADD Computer time will be charged at twenty dollars ($20.00) per hour.  In-house material and equipment charges will be in 
accordance with the current rate schedule or special quotation.  Excise taxes, if any, will be added as a direct expense. 

Rate for professional staff for legal proceedings or as expert witnesses will be at a rate of one and one-half times the Hourly 
Rates specified above. 

The foregoing Schedule of Charges is incorporated into the Agreement for the Services of EKI Environment & Water, Inc. and 
may be updated annually. 
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130 N. Garden Street 
Visalia, CA  93291-6362 

Tel:  (559) 636-1166 
Fax:  (559) 636-1177 

www.ppeng.com  

 
Engineering  Surveying  Planning  Environmental  GIS  Construction Services  Hydrogeology  Consulting 
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November 11, 2022 
 
Mike Hagman 
East Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
315 E. Lindmore Street 
Lindsay, CA 93247 
 
Eric Osterling 
Greater Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
2975 Farmersville Road 
Farmersville, CA 93223 
 
Aaron Fukuda 
Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency 
6826 Avenue 240 
Tulare, CA 93274 
 
Subject: Proposal for Task Order 9 – Preparation of a SGMA Planning and 

Implementation Grant Application for the Kaweah Subbasin GSAs 
 

Dear Mr. Hagman, Mr. Osterling, and Mr. Fukuda: 
 
Provost and Pritchard Consulting Group (Provost & Pritchard) is pleased to submit this proposal 
to prepare a SGMA Implementation Grant Application to request funding for implementing 
projects and/or management actions in the Kaweah Subbasin. The application will be prepared 
according to the Department of Water Resources (DWR) final Proposal Solicitation Package 
(PSP) and supplied templates.  The grant guidelines require that a single application be submitted 
for each groundwater subbasin. Hence, a single application representing the three Groundwater 
Sustainability Agencies (GSAs) in the Kaweah Subbasin will be prepared and submitted. Below 
is a scope of work based on our understanding of the services needed, including the schedule, 
deliverables, and related issues.  

Project Understanding   
We understand that the Kaweah Subbasin GSAs are interested in obtaining funding through the 
current Round 2 Sustainable Groundwater Management funding through DWR to support various 
efforts intended to assist in reaching sustainable groundwater management. This current round is 
a very competitive with more basins/subbasins vying for grants ranging from $1 Million to $20 Million. As 
done for previous applications, one of the GSAs would need to be the grant applicant and fiscal 
agent and would need to coordinate with the other GSAs on how to manage the funds.    

Scope of Services 
Our proposed scope of work is proposed to be under one phase, described below.  
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Phase GRNT – Grant Support and Development 
Description of work under this phase.   

1. Coordination with Kaweah Subbasin GSAs and project proponents. 
2. Preparation of the relevant sections of grant application and other pertinent information 

per the PSP. 
3. Submit application to DWR.  

 
Deliverables:   

 Grant Application Package − One (1) electronic copy 

Professional Fees (Time & Materials) 
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group will perform the services on a time and materials basis in 
accordance with our Standard Fee Schedule in effect at the time services are rendered. For 
budgeting purposes, our preliminary estimate is $30,000. These fees will be invoiced monthly as 
they are accrued. Reimbursable expenses will be invoiced in additional to professional fees and 
are included in the estimate.  If it appears we will need to exceed the estimate, we will notify you 
in writing before we do so and will provide a revised estimate. 

Schedule 
Once we receive an executed copy of this Proposal and are authorized to proceed, we can begin 
the grant application development. Our schedule is predicated on meeting the grant deadline of 
November 30, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.  Timely responsiveness of the GSAs and/or project proponents 
will be required to meet the application deadline.  

Assumptions 
This proposal was prepared with the following assumptions. Should there be a different 
understanding by the GSAs, we can evaluate and adjust the proposed scope and budget from 
this new understanding, if necessary. 

 The GSAs will quickly select who will be the lead applicant and fiscal agent. This scope of 
work does not include work related to preparing agreements and sub-agreements among 
the GSAs. 

 To facilitate the tight timeline, the Kaweah Subbasin GSAs will provide a list of their top 
one (1) or two (2) priority projects, from their respective GSPs or stakeholder submitted 
projects, and include a project description, budget, and schedule associated with each 
proposed project. Support developing these items may result in the need for a cost 
addendum to this proposal budget.  

 Performing grant administration after a grant contract is awarded is not currently included. 

 Many of the eligibility documents from previous applications are still valid.  

Terms and Conditions 

Contracting will be tied to the Kaweah GSA that will be the lead applicant for the Subbasin. If this 
proposal is acceptable, please sign this proposal and return a copy to our office, electronic is 
acceptable. This document will serve as our Notice to Proceed. This proposal is valid for 10 
days from the date of this proposal. 
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Sincerely Yours, 
 
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group 
 
 
 
Matt Klinchuch, RCE 83357 Soo Ho Park, C 89361, TE 2961 
Project Manager Director of Operations 
 

Terms and Conditions Accepted 
 
By East Kaweah GSA  
 
 
  
Signature  
 
  
Printed Name  
 
  
Title Date 

Terms and Conditions Accepted 
 
By Greater Kaweah GSA  
 
 
  
Signature  
 
  
Printed Name  
 
  
Title Date 
 
 

Terms and Conditions Accepted 
 
By Mid-Kaweah GSA  
 
 
  
Signature  
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Printed Name  
 
  
Title Date 
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