GREATER

KAWEAH

MINUTES

GROUNDWATER
SUSTAINABILITY
AGENCY
A

OF THE COMBINED MEETING OF
RURAL COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE
AND

STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE
Held October 19, 2021
At approximately 1: 03 p.m. on October 19, 2021 at the office of the Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District and remotely via Zoom,
GKGSA Chairman Brian Watte called to order a meeting of the Combined Rural Communities and Stakeholder committees via
teleconference.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
RURAL COMMUNITIES

STAKEHOLDER

Paul Boyer

Brian Watte

Chris Tantau

Joe Cardoza

Jason Waters, Alt.

Blake Mauritson
Zack Stuller

Marty Toomey
Matt Hutcheson
James Silva

John Gailey
Don Mills

Soapy Mulholland
MEMBERS

ABSENT:

COMMUNITIES

RURAL
Monroe

Rudy

Self

Mendoza

Carol Fina

Danny Holguin
Bill Pensar

Barbara Sally

CALL

TO ORDER

Chairman Watte called the meeting to order.
ROLL CALL

Roll call was taken for the meeting and documented above.
PUBLIC COMMENT:
No

comment

was

received.

STAKEHOLDER
Mike Chrisman
Jeff Powers
John Kirkpatrick
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CORRESPONDENCE AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Manager Osterling reported the California Financing Coordinating Committee is conducting a workshop on
October 21St and 28th.

Manager Osterling reported a letter was received from Delta View Water Association. A follow up meeting was
held with John Gailey to address concerns communicated in the letter.
MINUTES:

This item was tabled to the next meeting as a quorum of the Rural Communities Committee wasn' t obtained.
GKGSA REPORTS

General Manager Eric Osterling reported on the following. Any reports, slides and proposals discussed are
attached hereto and incorporated by reference.
a.

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC)
Manager Osterling reported that the TAC met on October 1, 2021. A proposal was discussed for a
limited modeling run pertaining to groundwater cap and allocation numbers, and what impact they
will have on the area. The TAC members

felt that the model wasn' t in a proper state at this time.

Provost and Pritchard has been tasked to put together a proposal.
b.

Board

c.

The Board of Directors will meet on November 8, 2021 at 1: 00 p.m.
Groundwater Cap Proposal
Manager Osterling reported that a working group was formed and met to address what the technical

of Directors

needs are going to be for monitoring. It was understood there are various technologies available. A
draft report from Fresno State University has been received to start discussions. Member Mauritson

added they are looking at what the volume will be and the potential for telemetry to be able to
remote monitor, as well as overall costs and how to implement it. He also added the need to get back

to the manufacturers and make sure that there are units available and compatible with any kind of
telemetry, looking forward on how to implement mandatory metering. Member Cardoza added they
are not trying to set any one particular telemetry as a standard but have options that would comply
with certain conditions like communicate with a platform, that would enable people who already
have equipment be able to use the telemetry they have and have a nexus to the platform the GSA' s

are using. Mr. Cardoza added discussion for the potential of incentivizing people to put meters on
with a reducing period and also adding having the districts or mutual companies essentially bulk
purchasing on the GSA' s behalf to help in the initial start up costs. Storage of the information was
also discussed. A sub- consultant to Provost and Pritchard has been contacted that had previously
developed the system for the ILRP in the Kaweah sub- basin, along with collaboration with the
KBWQA to try and find ways to be efficient and lower overall costs. Once further details have been
discussed, it will be brought back to the committees.
Manager

Osterling

reviewed

the "

Draft Groundwater

Pumping Cap

Proposal".

It was organized in

such a way that it shows the desire to encourage the use of surface water, continue the access to
surface water and recharge or groundwater aquifer, before dipping into the pumping of groundwater

at all. There is a Water Accounting Framework that has been vetted by the attorneys along with
California Water Law which resulted in the 3- buckets approach. The shared bucket everyone has
access

to

is described

as " native",

which would be used in the initial groundwater pumping, and at

this time the amount has been calculated at 10 inches, or . 82 a/ f per acre. The proposal as of now

states no matter what the total cap is it would be distributed equally between Tiers 1 and Tier 2,
leaving native supply the same, Tier 1 Temporary and Tier 2 Temporary would be described as
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overdraft water. The penalty phase would be after you exceed the cap. Manager Osterling went on to
review

the tier

system.

As

of now

it has been

settled

on

at

least charging $ 100. 00 per a/ f for the

utilization of Tier 1 water, and $ 200. 00 a/ f for Tier 2 water. It is important to understand the
transferability

and

to other parcels

carry- over( durability) is not a 13 miles, and then at Tier 2 it

within

to- 1.

At Tier 1,

would

fall

to

80% is allowed to be transferred

60% can be transferred at a

distance of 3 miles. If you do exceed the amount of your cap it will be a 1- to- 1 reduction in future
allocations. Manager Osterling added that this all voluntary and access to Tiers 1 and 2 is not
something that is required and the " native" supply comes at no cost. Tiers 1 and 2 will be reduced
over time and it is the feeling that the total cap amount needed to get to by 2040 in order to balance
things out could be 1. 5 a/ f per acre or less. The technical evaluation is still underway. Durability
refers to how long you can keep the allocation. The maximum was decided to be 5 years for" native"
supply,

with an annual

10%

leave behind. For every year that you don' t use the 10 inches, you lose

10%

of whatever the balance is. Previously undeveloped lands would not be given any access to the
tiered water, but that can develop a well and gain access to the " native" supply. The ability to
transfer groundwater radius is 3 miles from the well, if there' s no well it' s from the centroid of the

parcel, using GIS to determine that radius. Any kind of transfer would be subject to approval by the
Board. Discussion ensued. Measuring and credits were discussed, Managed Aquifer Recharge
MAR).
Evapotranspiration is not necessarily equal to pumping, another reason for looking at
meters. Measuring pumping addresses all the undesirable results and encourages efficient use of
groundwater. Accounting and the burden of proof in all cases is the responsibility of the groundwater

user or the one who is trying to gain a credit from surface water activities that are augmenting the
aquifer. The KSJRA is moving ahead with their membership to try to better measure surface water

flows. The demand of drinking water stakeholders is also being studied. Comment was received
from Member Boyer regarding the fairness for ag would also be applied to domestic water users as
well, in regard to consumptive use and net use. Discussion ensued. At this time none of the GSA' s

are looking for added oversight of regulation domestic wells. Options are being looked at on how to
fold in the public water systems. Manager Osterling explained how monies received from pumping
cap will be spent, with the defined Projects and Management Actions being looked at first, and
anything else will have to done with a Prop 218 election conducted, that has an engineer' s report or
something similar to describe the remaining need for the dollars.
d.

Communications and Outreach:

Public roll outs continue in the month of October, with a ramp up on outreach in November.

Ongoing direct outreach would continue through the calendar year and look to have things folded
into our Draft Rules and Regulations document to begin the 90 day comment period beginning in
early January. Full implementation in October in 2022 is anticipated, dependent upon certain factors
and to make sure the system is online and ready to use, realizing an emergency ordinance is also a

possibility. A lengthy discussion ensued. Manager Osterling summarized that there are going to be
details to still iron out, but there is a good enough idea now to put together a mailer of what is
coming,

and

get

that

out

as

quickly

as possible.

Greater Kaweah GSA- Combined Meeting of the RCC and SC
Meeting Minutes
4]
October

19, 2021

FUTURE

AGENDA

ITEMS AND MEETING

DATES:

The next meeting was scheduled for November 2, 2021 at 1: 00 p. m.
SUBBASIN MEETINGS AND PROJECTS REPORTS:

General Manager Eric Osterling reported on the following. Any reports, slides and proposals discussed are
attached hereto and incorporated by reference.
a.

Kaweah

Subbasin

The next meeting of the Management Team Committee is scheduled for October 20, 2021.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the committees, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

3---.-_
Eric

Osterling,

Combined RCC & SC

Secretary

