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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING

OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

HELD DECEMBER 16, 2019

At approximately 1: 00 p.m. on December 12, 2019, at the office of the Kaweah Delta Water
Conservation District (" District"), Don Mills, Chairman of the Greater Kaweah GSA, called to

order a special meeting of the Board of Directors of the Greater Kaweah Groundwater
Sustainability Agency Joint Powers Authority (" GKGSA"). 

Directors

Present: 

Directors

Absent: 

Also Present: 

PUBLIC COMMENT

Paul Boyer

Joe Cardoza, III

Chris Tantau

Eric Shannon

Peter Vander Poel

Brian Watte

Aubrey Mauritson
Eric Osterling
Shawn Corley
Dennis Mills

Blake Mauritson

Rodney Fricke
Alan Becker

Carole Combs

Joan Fischer

Aaron Fukuda

John Gailey
Ed Henry
James Silva

John Kirkpatrick

Don Mills

Mark Larsen ( Alternate) 

Tamara Kelly
Ernie Taylor

Amanda Monaco

Liesbet Olaerts

Julianna Phillips

Barbara Sally
Trent Sherman

Susan Simon

Trelawney Bullis
Geoff Vanden Heuval

Craig Wallace
Jason Waters

Karen Yohannes

Del Strange

Tricia Stever Blattler

Blanca Escobedo

Chairman Mills opened the meeting for public comment. No public comment was presented. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DIRECTOR REPORTS

General Manager Osterling announced that DWR and the State Board are putting together a
SGMA workshop, to be held on January 9, 2020. The topics will be geared towards GSA

managers, and will include the DWR assessment process, annual reporting requirements, and
expected procedures. The meeting will be held at the Clovis Veterans Memorial. 

Director Boyer arrived at this time. 

MINUTES

Approval of November 12, 2019 Meeting of the Board Minutes

Director Shannon moved and Director Cardoza seconded to approve the November 7, 2019
minutes, attached hereto and incorporated by reference as Agenda Item # 4. The Board

unanimously approved the motion. 

PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING ADOPTION OF GREATER KAWEAH GSP

Staff Presentation on the Public Review Draft Greater Kaweah Groundwater

Sustainability Plan ( GSP) and the Process for Adoption

General Manager Osterling provided a staff presentation on the draft GSP. Attached hereto and
incorporated by reference as Agenda Item # 5a is a copy of his PowerPoint presentation. 

Open Public Hearing

Chairman Mills opened the public hearing at 10: 10 a.m. 

Del Strange presented comments. In addition to his written comments, Mr. Strange commented

on how the plan addresses land subsidence. Mr. Strange requested responses to his comments be
mailed to him as opposed to email due to limited internet access. 

Carole Combs, Executive Director of the Tulare Basin Watershed Initiative, provided comments. 

Ms. Coombs commented that the California Department ofFish and Wildlife has submitted written

comments as of this morning. She commented her organization is committed to working both with
the GSA and the Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

Amanda Monaco, Policy Coordinator of Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability
provided comment on behalf of Leadership Counsel and the community of Ivanhoe. Her

comments summarized the written comments submitted on behalf of Leadership Counsel. 

Blanca Escobedo from Leadership Counsel also provided comments. She indicated her

organization continues to work with the community of Ivanhoe and expressed concerns about
protection of drinking water for disadvantaged communities. 



Karen Yohannes provided comments. She expressed concern that white area stakeholders have

not had representation in the GSA. She also expressed concern about Section 6. 2 of the GSP, 

regarding the water accounting framework. She is concerned about the current allocation for

seepage and how return flows and over irrigation of all appropriators are to be salvaged nonnative
yield. The allocation is essentially allowing a change to water rights with potential transfers of
water to third parties to the injury of groundwater pumpers even though the seepage has existed
for decades and the appropriators will not have physically changed anything on the ground or in
their water rights to gain a very valuable credit to the injury of existing groundwater pumpers. She
expressed that a greater portion of the salvaged category should be credited to the native supply. 
As a basis, she indicated Terminus Dam was built by public monies, the lack of measurements of
surface deliveries and actual seepage. This apportionment is not to be confused with actual

projects for recharge just irrigation return flows over irrigation and preventing seepage. 

Ms. Yohannes also presented comment on Section 7 of the plan regarding a groundwater allocation

program. She commented that it should not be controversial that allocating groundwater on

anything other than actual or historic use will cause some folks to get more than they need and
other folks to get less. The pain will be unevenly distributed to those that rely heavily on
groundwater pumping. A proportional approach with historical pumping and current use are

priorities that need to be considered when making pumping allocation decisions and policy. The
necessity for enacting the management action of allocation may not be necessary if exportation of
60, 000 acre- feet a year was not allowed to leave our subbasin. The exported water will never

make its way back to the native supply. Prescriptive right allocation needs to be viewed as self

help of neighboring farmers that have proven production and other evidence of groundwater use. 
Mutual water companies and entities claiming groundwater pumping prescription should not be
allocated a greater apportionment for their growers than the correlative amount designated for

overlying right holders. 

Liesbet Olaerts, Self Help Enterprises provided comment. She emphasized a couple of her

organization' s written comments, as submitted with Self Help Enterprise, including impacts to
drinking water users and an economic analysis to implement the mitigation program within the
first year of the GSP. 

There being no further comments, public hearing on the GSP closed at 10: 27 a.m. 

Staff and Director Closing Remarks

General Manager Osterling provided a review of comments received to date. 



SUBBASIN AND COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Board Will Receive Updates and May Provide Direction Related to Technical and Planning
Activities of GKGSA Consultants, Staff, and Committees

Kaweah Subbasin

General Manager Osterling provided a report on Kaweah Subbasin activities. Attached hereto and
incorporated by reference as Agenda Item # 6a is a copy of his report. 

Consider Ratifying the Following Agreements

General Manager Osterling directed the board to Agenda Item 6a, copies of the following Provost
Prichard Services Agreements. 

Provost and Pritchard Consulting Services Agreements — Preparing First
GSP Annual Monitoring Report and Proposition 68 Planning Grant
Application Preparation

Discussion ensued regarding the agreements. 

On a Motion by Director Cardoza, seconded by Director Vander Poel, and unanimously carried, 
the Board ratified both of the service agreements. 

Rural Communities Committee ( RCC) and Stakeholder Committee ( SC) 

General Manager Osterling reported that the next meeting will be held tomorrow at 1: 30. He
intends to provide details to the committees regarding the comments on the GSP received to date, 
and to discuss the issues with the committees. 

Technical Advisory Committee ( TAC) 

General Manager Osterling reported that the TAC may schedule a meeting to be held in January. 

ENGAGE QUALIFIED FIRM FOR ANNUAL FINANCIAL AUDIT SERVICES

The Board Will Consider and May Provide Direction on Selection of a Qualified Firm for
Audit of the Annual Financial Statements of the Greater Kaweah GSA

General Manager Osterling referred the board to Agenda Item #7 — 2 proposals from multiple

firms. Staff recommendation is to engage Hylton for the audit. 

Director Larsen moved and Director Boyer seconded to approve the use of Hylton for Audit

Services. The board unanimously approved. 



COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH PROPOSAL

The Board Will Consider a Proposal by Kings River Conservation District and
Subconsultant Self -Help Enterprises for Communications and Outreach Services for a
Prop 218 Election and Initial GSP Implementation Efforts

General Manager Osterling reported on the proposal by Kings River Conservation District and
Subconsultant Self -Help Enterprises for Communications and Outreach Services for a Prop 218
Election and Initial GSP Implementation Effort. A copy of the proposal is attached hereto and
incorporated by reference as Agenda Item # 8. 

Director Boyer recused himself. 

Discussion ensued regarding the proposed services. 

Director Vander Poel moved and Director Shannon seconded to approve the proposal for

communications and outreach services for Prop 218 election and initial GSP implementation
efforts. The remaining directors unanimously approved. 

FISCAL YEAR 2020 BUDGET

General Manager Osterling referred the board to Agenda Item # 9, attached hereto and incorporated
by reference, a copy of the proposed Fiscal Year 2020 Budget. 

Discussion amongst the board ensued regarding the proposed budget. 

Director Shannon moved and Director Kelly seconded to approve the Proposed Fiscal Year 2020
Budget as presented in the agenda packet. The board unanimously approved the motion. 

COMMITTEES AND BOARD APPOINTMENTS

The Board Will Receive an Update and May Provide Direction on Committee Vacancy
Applications Received and Director Appointments

General Manager Osterling reported on the application process for the committees. 

NEXT MEETING DATE

Chairman Mills announced the next meeting of the Groundwater Sustainability Agency will
commence on January 6, 2020 at 1: 00 p.m. at the office of Kaweah Delta Water Conservation
District. The scheduling of special meetings of the Board will likely be necessary prior to the GSP
submission deadline of January 31, 2020. 



CLOSED SESSION

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL - ANTICIPATED LITIGATION

Government Code Section 54956.9( d)( 2) 1

Number of Potential Cases: One

The board of directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section

54956. 9( d)( 2), met with General Counsel Aubrey Mauritson regarding one potential item of
anticipated litigation. 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Government Code Section 54947] 

Title: GKGSA General Manager

The board of directors, while in closed session pursuant to Government Code Section

54956. 9( d)( 2), to discuss the performance evaluation of the General Manager. 

CLOSED SESSION ITEMS

Report Action Taken in Closed Session Required by Government Code 54957. 1

The board of directors came back into open session. Chairman Mills reported there was no

reportable action from closed session. 

ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business to come before the Board of Directors, the meeting was
concluded. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Eric Osterling, Secretary


