GREATER KAWEAH

MINUTES

GROUNDWATER

OF THE COMBINED MEETING

AGENCYAGENCY

RURAL COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE
AND

STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE
Held October 28, 2019
At approximately 1: 30 p. m. on October 28, 2019, at the office of the Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District, Rural Communities
Committee Chair Chris Tantau called to order a meeting of the Combined Rural Communities and Stakeholder committees.
MEMBERS PRESENT:
RURAL COMMUNITIES

STAKEHOLDER

Paul Boyer

Joe Cardoza

Bill Pensar

Mike Chrisman

Chris Tantau

John Kirkpatrick

Jason Waters ( alt)

Blake Mauritson

Tamara

James Silva

Kelly

Danny Holguin
Barbara Sally

Zack Stuller

Marty Toomey
Carole Combs

Soapy Mulholland
MEMBERS ABSENT:

RURAL COMMUNITIES

STAKEHOLDER

Monroe Self

Matt Hutcheson

Rudy

Mendoza

Brian Watte

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Chairman Chris Tantau opened the meeting for public comment. No comment was received.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS:

GKGSA General Manager Eric Osterling announced that several committee vacancies are coming up at the end
of the year, and applications for new appointments will be made available. Mr. Osterling briefed the committee
on the by-laws that have been established.

Mr. Osterling noted that comments are being received on the draft GSP.
MINUTES:

Chairman Tantau presented the meeting minutes of the August 7, 2019 Combined Rural Communities
Committee ( RCC) and Stakeholder Committee ( SC), attached hereto and incorporated by reference are the
minutes. A motion was made by Tamara Kelly, seconded by Joe Cardoza, and unanimously carried that the
minutes

be

approved.
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SUBBASIN COORDINATION:
a.

Coordination Agreement

Manager Osterling updated the group on the status of the Coordination Agreement. The agreement was

acceptable at the administrative and legal perspectives, the only remaining work to be completed being
several appendices.

b. County Coordination
Manager Osterling discussed the County of Tulare' s draft" Application to Construct, Deepen or Reconstruct
a Well" form, attached hereto and incorporated by reference is the form. GSA managers have been meeting

monthly with County staff to discuss coordination in the collection and sharing of information in the
application process for the construction or modification of wells. The Application has been presented to the

Water Commission, and will likely be presented to the County Board of Supervisors at a time yet to be
determined. Additional input is welcome. Discussion ensued.
c.

Grants/ Studies/ Reports

Manager

Osterling reported

that proposals and contracts have been received

from Provost& Pritchard

Engineering to prepare Prop 68 grant application for the$ 500,000 in additional funding money, with the
application cost of$ 30, 000 being split equally according to the existing MOU with the other two GSA' s.

Additionally, an equal splitting of the $ 100, 000 quoted to develop the first annual report, due in April. The
report will cover water years 2015 through 2018. The cost is not completely fixed due to the proposal being
for a single report for all three GSP' s which is an approach that is still being negotiated with DWR.
Manager Osterling reported discussions have been held with the Management Team Committee on how to
handle ongoing activities with GEI and GSI, and the most immediate need being the Data Management
System. It was determined to enter into a services contract with them for one year.
d.

Other Activities

Task Orders have been amended for the Data Management System work in such a fashion to make a budget

neutral move of funds from the GSP budget to the Basin budget. Presentations of the Data Management
System have been received from GEI.
PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT GSP:
a.

Schedule Update

Manager Osterling presented a Power Point slide of the Public Review Draft Schedule, attached hereto and

incorporated by reference is the presentation. The GKGSA Board of Directors approved the Public Review
Draft GSP schedule, with a 90- day notice issued for public hearing ending on December 16, 2019 at 10: 00
a.m. Public comments are being received up to, and during the public hearing.
Comments are being addressed as they come in, and there will be an additional month after the public
comment period to address comments that come in late or items that need additional time to address. A

matrix will need to be produced that gives an organized look at comments received, and how those

comments are being addressed. DWR has a required establishment of their own 60- day GSP Public
Comment period. DWR has 2 years to review and approve the Plan, and if changes need to be made to the
Plan

as an outcome of

DWR'

s review,

180 days

are allowed

to do so.
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b. Executive Summary/GSP Sections Overview
Manager Osterling presented PowerPoint slides addressing sections of the Draft Plan, attached hereto and
incorporated by reference are the PowerPoint slides. Mr. Osterling reviewed these sections with the group,
followed by questions and discussion.
c.

Status of Comments Received and/ or Anticipated

Comment was received regarding how climate change will be incorporated into the GSP. Mr. Osterling
explained that climate change data provided by the state was inserted into the Numeric Model and these data
will continue to evolve over time. Additional comments were received pertained to Minimum Thresholds

relating to subsidence, critical infrastructure, groundwater elevation, storage change, and the relation to
water quality.
GKGSA MEETINGS REPORT:

Technical Advisory Committee
The Technical Advisory Committee did not meet in October, but special meetings could be scheduled as
necessary.

Board of Directors

The next Greater Kaweah Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for November 12, 2019 at 1: 00 p.m.
COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT:

Counties and cities within GKGSA were provided notice of availability of the GSP, and the scheduling of the
public hearing. The opportunity for direct consultation has also been offered, with the County of Kings
requesting consultation.

Public workshops and targeted outreach have been taking place, and like activities will be ongoing during the
comment period. Comments received are being addressed internally as they come in, and will be published,
with responses, following the public hearing.
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND SCHEDULE OF FUTURE MEETINGS:

Manager Osterling reviewed the process for the filling of committee seats as described in the by-laws. Special
meetings could be scheduled before the end of the year to discuss comments received on the GSP.
ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the committees, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfull

Eric

Submitted,

Osterling, Combined RCC& SC Secretary

