
6iie

OGREATER
KAWEAH

MINUTESGROUNDWATER

SUSTAINABIUTY

F THE COMBINED MEETINGAGENCY

RURAL COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE

AND

STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE

Held August 7, 2019

At approximately 10: 00 a.m. on August 7, 2019, at the office of the Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District, Rural Communities
Committee Chair Chris Tantau called to order a meeting of the Combined Rural Communities and Stakeholder committees.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

RURAL COMMUNITIES STAKEHOLDER

Paul Boyer Joe Cardoza

Bill Pensar Mike Chrisman

Chris Tantau John Kirkpatrick

Jason Waters ( alt) Blake Mauritson

Tamara Kelly James Silva

Adam Ennis Zack Stuller

Carol Fina Marty Toomey

MEMBERS ABSENT:

RURAL COMMUNITIES ST.9KEHOLDER

Barbara Sally Carole Combs

Rudy Mendoza Matt Hutcheson

Monroe Self Soapy Mulholland
Danny Holguin Brian Watte

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Chairman Chris Tantau opened the meeting for public comment. KDWCD General Manager Mark Larsen
reported on the Drinking Water Fill Station construction occurring at the District. Karen Yohannes expressed
concerns regarding Modeling and Management Actions and the proposed demand reduction disparity for
groundwater only dependent ag.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMITTEE MEMBER REPORTS:

GKGSA General Manager Eric Osterling reported progress on well mapping is moving along nicely, and should
be completed by the end of the month. Mr. Osterling also mentioned that some draft PSP' s have been released
for admin and public review.

MINUTES:

Chairman Tantau presented the meeting minutes of the June 24,  2019 Combined Rural Communities
Committee ( RCC) and Stakeholder Committee ( SC), attached hereto and incorporated by reference are the
minutes. A motion was made by Blake Mauritson, seconded by Joe Cardoza, and unanimously carried that the
minutes be approved.
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SUBBASIN COORDINATION:

General Manager Eric Osterling provided an update on Kaweah Subbasin Coordination efforts. The Draft
Coordination Agreement has been posted to the GKGSA website under " Resources" and work continues on a

couple of the appendices. There has been discussion regarding a coordinated approach by all three GSAs for the
preparation of the first mandatory GSP annual report to DWR due in April. There have been recent meetings
with the Kaweah Basin Watershed Coalition regarding the GSAs' involvement in CV-SALTS implementation.
A letter of support has been offered for the TID WaterSMART Grant application. A Draft PSP is out for Prop
68 SGMA funding, with the Kaweah eligible for about $ 500k in additional planning dollars. Discussions have
begun on a possible scope of work to submit for the funding.

GSP DEVELOPMENT:

Sustainability Goal and Undesirable Results
General Manager Osterling presented a document that contained the proposed Sustainability Goal and
Undesirable Results definitions, attached hereto and incorporated by reference is the document. He noted that
the language must be exactly the same amongst all three subbasin GSPs. The goals and definitions have been
developed with input from the various stakeholder committees and reviewed and revised by the GSA attorneys.
The Undesirable Results had to be developed in conjunction with the Sustainable Management Criteria

technical evaluations, so that has lagged in its development. Public comment and discussion ensued on the draft

review and comment procedures, and coordination process of all three GSA' s. Public comment was received on

degraded water quality, and the 33 1/ 3% stated as triggering an undesirable result. Discussion ensued on how
that percentage was set. GEI Consultant Rodney Fricke added that the percentage is not based on every well
that exists in the basin, but rather based on the wells that were chosen to represent the basin that the criteria is

being applied to.

Sustainable Management Criteria

Rodney Fricke reviewed with the group the approach to the Sustainable Management Criteria, attached hereto
and incorporated by reference, are the slides he presented. Mr. Fricke explained how subsidence is a significant
condition to the west and south of the Kaweah Basin where the Greater Kaweah GSA has responsibility,
therefore DWR has requested Annual Rates and Areal Extent as the criteria to measure subsidence in those

areas. Groundwater storage has been examined which seems to have a relationship to subsidence in the western
half of the GSA. Projection of groundwater levels has been set out to 2040 with the amount of storage that

would be lost by the decline in water levels, then it was estimate what the potential subsidence would be during
the previous five-year dry period. Mr. Osterling added that this outcome was ultimately from the direction of
the Technical Advisory Committee. The approach to establishing MTs and MOs was to try and extrapolate the
relationship between storage and drought in areas within the Corcoran Clay area, and then apply values to the
KDWCD subsidence monitoring stations throughout the region. Mr. Osterling added a significant consideration
and what' s really unfortunate is that there simply aren' t lengthy periods of records to use for subsidence which
makes it difficult to adequately come up with an acceptable formula.  Other considerations were the
requirements to be protective of critical infrastructure of statewide importance, of which there aren' t many in
this area, with the exception of the Friant Kern Canal.  Clarification from a committee member regarding what
GEI projected to be 87 inches of additional subsidence that could result from removal of 4M/AF of groundwater

storage. Mr. Fricke explained that the 4 million is for water that' s pumped out of the aquifer, not a permanent

loss of storage, and added that if water continues to be pumped down to the minimum threshold, we would

utilize as much as 4 million a/ f of water during the next 20 years which would result in subsidence on the west
side of the basin. Mr. Osterling mentioned that Projects and Management Actions are what are being used to
project and achieve the Measurable Objective, with a calculated average annual overdraft for the subbasin of
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78,000 a/f. The Projects and Management Actions cushion that number even more with respect to triggering
Undesirable Results by creating a net average annual benefit of approximately 150,000 a/ f by the end of the
sustainability period. Public comment was received requesting clarification on using groundwater storage as a
proxy for subsidence with the Minimum Threshold being 87 inches. Mr. Osterling responded that the evaluation
was being done to see if there was a correlation, but the Minimum Thresholds are going to be set to surface
elevations. Public comment received regarding pumping above or below the Corcoran Clay. Not enough data is
available on those trends as of yet.   Discussion ensued. Mr. Tantau questioned the East and Mid GSA' s

thresholds, and how they play a part in deciding thresholds for the Greater Kaweah. Mr. Osterling stated that
this evaluation was in coordination with the other two GSA' s. Public comment was received on how the actual

number for the Minimum Threshold is formulated. Mr. Osterling responded the formula was a question of who
is impacted, and what the Undesirable Result is; who or what are we trying to protect? The strategy for all the
Undesirable Results was to work with the Technical Consultants and the Technical Advisory Committee, and
try to come up with technical answers, if possible,  and if that didn' t work, the Stakeholder and Rural
Communities Committees were brought in to make policy recommendations to the Board. The TAC requested a
higher than 87" Minimum Threshold and Mr. Osterling explained the details behind that conversation. Public
comment was received regarding water that is pumped and sent out of the basin causing impact on subsidence
and water storage. Chairman Tantau recapped that the sense of the group was leaning towards being more
conservative in setting the Minimum Threshold than what the TAC may have suggested. Mr. Osterling added he
recognizes ideas for Management Actions that could further address the MT issue, but would caution trying to
bring up the MT much beyond what the TAC has suggested due to their real, technically-based concerns for
why the GSA could trigger an Undesirable Result. Mr. Osterling suggests the focus be more on Projects and
Management Actions and what could be with those, versus what happens without. Business as usual without

implementing any Projects or Management Actions, of course, just isn' t going to be an option.

Rodney Fricke reviewed slides of water quality trends that was requested by the TAC, attached hereto and
incorporated by reference are the slides. The constituents that were looked at were Arsenic, Nitrate and Total
Dissolved Solids ( TDS). Mr. Fricke used a broader approach and used the GAMA database available through

the SWRCB and extracted the aforementioned constituents for the Greater Kaweah area. Of the historical record

of data collected, Arsenic was a relatively new constituent as compared to Nitrates and TDS making Arsenic the
more problematic constituent to evaluate. There has been a reasonable amount of sampling done on Nitrates,
and through the years, there shows to be a slight increase in the concentration of the data. The exceedance of the

MCL is increasing, which is an issue for the Kaweah Basin. Mr. Fricke added that TDS does not seem to be as
big of a problem as the other two constituents. Mr. Osterling advised the group that agency coordination and
involvement in CV-SALTS will be reflected in the GSP Management Actions.

Projects, Management Actions and Adaptive Management

General Manager Osterling presented a slide containing a current list of proposed projects and management
actions, attached hereto and incorporated by reference is the slide.  There were many projects submitted out
west by Kings County Water District and Lakeside Irrigation Water District. Anything east was submitted by
KDWCD.

Mr. Osterling reviewed with the group the schedule for the GSP Public Review Draft, attached hereto and
incorporated by reference is the schedule. A special meeting could be scheduled in late August or early
September for board approval of the Draft PSP, followed by a 90 day notice of public hearing. A one month or
so window is allowed to address comments received back on the Draft PSP followed by adoption and
submission to DWR, where they will have their own established public comment period of no less than 60 days.
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GKGSA MEETINGS REPORT:

Technical Advisory Committee
The August Technical Advisory Committee meeting was cancelled.

Board of Directors

The next Greater Kaweah Board of Directors meeting is scheduled for August 12, 2019 at 1: 00 p.m.

COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT:

General Manager Osterling reviewed the GSA website with the group, and discussed the best procedure for
submitting public comments of the draft PSP. Structure and organization of public outreach workshops was
discussed, with the possibility of coordinated efforts with other GSA' s.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND SCHEDULE OF FUTURE MEETINGS:

General Manager Osterling suggested the meetings return to the quarterly meeting schedule defined by GKGSA
Bylaws, unless a special meeting is necessary.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the committees, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

111

Eric Osterling, Combined RCC & SC Secretary


