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GROUNDWATER SUSTAINABILITY AGENCY

Minutes of the

Kaweah Subbasin Management Team Meeting

July 17, 2019— 9: 00- 11: 30 am

City of Visalia Wastewater Treatment Plant—Visalia

At approximately 9: 00 a. m. on July 17, 2019, at the Tulare County Board of Supervisors Chamber, the

Kaweah Subbasin Management Team Committee meeting was called to order by Interim Chair Michael
Hagman of the East Kaweah GSA.

Management Team Members and Alternates Present:

Eric Osterling, Greater Kaweah GSA
Denise England, Greater Kaweah GSA

Don Mills, Greater Kaweah GSA

Michael Hagman, East Kaweah GSA

Terry Peltzer, East Kaweah GSA
Paul Hendrix, Mid- Kaweah GSA

Aaron Fukuda, Mid- Kaweah GSA

Management Team Members Absent

Tom Weddle, East Kaweah GSA

Leslie Caviglia, Mid- Kaweah GSA

Trisha Whitfield, Mid- Kaweah GSA

Item 1. Roll Call, Agenda Overview and Introductions

Having a quorum, Interim Chair Michael Hagman went around the room for self- introductions.

Item la.  Review and Approval of previous meeting minutes.

Interim Chair Hagman presented the meeting minutes of the June 19, 2019 Kaweah

Subbasin Management Team Committee meeting. A motion was made by Eric

Osterling, seconded by Terry Peltzer, and unanimously carried that the minutes be
approved.

Item 2. Public Comments

Interim Chair Hagman opened the meeting for public comment. Public comment was

received from Ed Henry regarding the draft Subbasin Basin Setting document posted to

the Greater and Mid Kaweah websites. Mr. Henry also provided written comment on the
matter.



Item 3a- c. GSA Updates

Representatives of each of the GSAs provided an overview of their individual GSA activities, including

pertinent updates on Groundwater Sustainability Plan ( GSP) development and public outreach and
engagement.

a.   Mid- Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Paul Hendrix provided an update on activities of the Mid- Kaweah GSA. Mr. Hendrix reported

work continues on preparing the public draft GSP for review by July 31, 2019. An Advisory

Committee meeting is scheduled for July 25, 2019 to discuss process for receiving
comments, along with consideration of an outreach process proposal. The public comment

period schedule was reviewed.

b.   Greater Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Eric Osterling provided an update on activities of the Greater Kaweah GSA. Mr. Osterling
reported that work continues on GSP chapters, coordination agreement appendix

development and review. A widespread outreach is anticipated following the release of the
public review draft plan.

c.   East- Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability Agency

Michael Hagman provided an update on activities of the East Kaweah GSA. Mr. Hagman will

arrange for a special board meeting in July, and anticipates the release of the plan on July
30, 2019. The schedule would be to take initial comments in the first 30 days, return back to

the plan for addressing any comments received, have a public hearing mid- September with

the adoption of the plan achieved by the deadline.

Item 4. Coordination Agreement Status

Paul Hendrix provided an overview of the status of the agreement, and then went through the sections,

coordinated elements and expected appendices. Mr. Hendrix went on to describe the process for

release and comment. East Kaweah and Greater Kaweah will release the agreement concurrent with

their GSP releases, while the Mid- Kaweah will release its GSP in advance.

Item 5.  Consultant Presentation and Recommendations

a.   Approval of Amendment 1 to the Master Services Agreement with GE! and

Amendment 2 to its Task Order KSB- 05. 2018— Basin Setting
Paul Hendrix presented a slide and background information on what' s lead

to the need for the two amendments. Mr. Hendrix explained that the cost of

the Basin Setting work was much higher than was anticipated, which is fairly

consistent with what' s occurred in other basins in the Valley. Upon motion

by Don Mills, seconded by Paul Hendrix, Amendment 1 was unanimously
approved.

b.   GSA Subsidence Approaches

Chris Peterson of GEI provided slides on how subsidence is being

coordinated, of which the presentation is included by reference, and

attached herein. Mr. Petersen explained the difficulty of this task due to lack
of sufficient data. In an attempt to correlate groundwater elevations and

then storage change to rates of subsidence, no correlation with elevations,

2



and moderate correlation to change in storage, which he illustrated with

graphs. Rate and total subsidence is proposed to set the Minimum Threshold

and Measurable Objectives for the Mid- Kaweah and Greater Kaweah. East

Kaweah and eastern portions of Greater Kaweah are different, and East

Kaweah is taking an approach of being protective of Friant- Kern conveyance
capacity based upon historical conditions. Consideration is being made of a
9. 5" MT rate, and a MO of 0" per year. Public comment was received

regarding MT triggers in Plainview. Mike Hagman, Manager of East Kaweah,

replied that Plainview' s well will be a monitoring location for subsidence and
being protective of their well is the objective. Public comment was received

regarding East Kaweah MT being a severe slope, and also comment received

regarding using a one-year rate, and the effects on the Friant Kern Canal.

c.   Water Quality— Minimum Thresholds, Measurable Objectives

Chris Petersen presented coordinated approaches to groundwater quality.

The Mid- Kaweah is taking the stance of not creating a degradation of MCL or

ag water quality objective through actions of the GSA, with the Greater

Kaweah considering a similar approach. Water quality data being collected

during implementation will be evaluated for trends which indicate actions of

the GSA are causing harm. The trigger will be 75% of the MCL or ag water

quality objective. Coordination will be made with other water quality

programs in helping to manage water quality improvements over time. A

table was presented by Mr. Hagman to illustrate the variable approach to
different contaminates in the East Kaweah, attached hereto and

incorporated into these minutes. Public comment was received regarding

how the Mid and Greater Kaweah are handling areas where the MCL has

already been exceeded, which was answered by Mr. Hendrix stating that
those areas will be handled as an anti- degradation. There is a concern over

the approach of a 10- year rolling average considered by East Kaweah. Mr.

Hagman responded to the concern. Earlier rolling trends will be used until 10
years of data have been collected, 20% change in the MT, for areas that have

already exceeded MCL while 75% of the MCL for those that haven' t

exceeded. Public comments were received regarding water quality data. It
was stated that data will improve over time as a good period of record is

established. Public comment and discussion ensued.

d.   Monitoring Networks

Chris Petersen reviewed monitoring networks, and displayed maps of the

monitoring locations within each GSA. These maps are attached hereto and

incorporated by reference. Each GSP will have a monitoring chapter, and the

coordination agreement will describe how monitoring will be coordinated.

e.   Next Steps and Future Activities
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Chris Petersen covered next steps and future activities of the coordination

agreement. Work continues on development of draft GSP with target of no

later than mid- August for release for public review. Progress is being made
on the completion of the Coordination Agreement. Data Management

System development is expected to be complete in November 2019, and

coordination continues with adjacent basins on SMC' s. He added that we

need to financially prepare for investments needed during the
implementation period.

Item 6.  Adjournment

There being no further Business to come before the Committee the meeting was
adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

L_--

Eric Osterling, Interim Secretary
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