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MEETING MINUTES

At approximately 9: 30 am on April 26,  2019,  at the office of the Kaweah Delta Water
Conservation District (" District"), Dennis Mills, Chair of the Technical Advisory Committee,
called to order a meeting of the Committee Members.

Members Dennis Mills—Chair Larry Dotson— Vice-chair
Present:    Michael Hurley Aaron Bock

Dennis Keller

Members Richard Schafer

Absent:

PUBLIC COMMENT

Chairman Dennis Mills opened the meeting for public comment. No public comment was
received.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

General Manager Eric Osterling made the following announcements:
Committee member Richard Schafer has been experiencing some health issues recently
and is currently going through rehab that' s going to keep him sidelined for an unknown
amount of time.

Monthly meetings with County of Tulare continue in an effort to coordinate on
conditional use permitting and data exchange coordination.
Staff has had recent meetings with Kaweah Watershed Coalition leadership to establish
similar coordination as is the intent with County of Tulare.
GKGSA and Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District( KDWCD) are discussing
sharing in the cost of a summer intern. The intern will be tasked with beginning the well
inventorying process.
The subbasin coordination agreement is coming along. The draft outline has evolved into
a working draft. The agreement will be a mix oftechnical and policy insertions. TAC
review of certain sections may be necessary.
An email received from Community Water Center was provided as a handout. The email
encourages the GSA to consider new guidance from Stanford University and SWRCB
regarding drinking water under SGMA. Osterling added that he' s also received interest
from The Nature Conservancy in regards to addressment of Groundwater Dependent
Ecosystems ( GDEs) and Interconnected Streams( ISs). All resources are being carefully
considered.

Committee member Larry Dotson assisted Osterling in announcing that an email was
received from a UC Riverside researcher requesting to work with KDWCD and the GSAs
on a mountain front recharge study.
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MINUTES:

a.   Chair Dennis Mills presented the Technical Advisory Committee meeting minutes of
January 17, 2019.  A motion was made by Dennis Keller, seconded by Aaron Bock, and
approved with committee member Michael Hurley abstaining from the vote.

b.  Chair Dennis Mills presented the Technical Advisory Committee meeting minutes of
March 5, 2019.  A motion was made by Larry Dotson, seconded by Michael Hurly, and
unanimously approved.

REVIEW OF DRAFT BASIN SETTING:

With Christian Petersen, GEI, conference calling in to the meeting, General Manager Osterling
reported the Committee had received an updated version of the Draft Basin Setting and
supporting tables a couple of weeks ago. Updates were made by GEI according to comments
received and a change order to the related task order for new work. He said thus far, written

comments have only been received from committee member Larry Dotson. Most committee
members are still reviewing the very large document. Chair Mills commented he' s been a part of
several reviews of the document and pieces of it. He stated that many revisions were requested in
previous releases and he feels they have not been addressed. A discussion ensued about the GEI
contract, what was agreed to, and textual versus substantive changes requiring further analysis
not budgeted for. Chair Mills stated that he' s concerned about how certain statements within the

document may be leading any reviewer astray. Michelle Ricker, GEI, said she believe many of
the issues being raised may have already been corrected and that she would check to see if the
committee is reviewing the most recent draft. Mills moved on to provide comments on the
subsidence section. A discussion ensued regarding analysis that should or should not have been
performed, and how data and analysis gaps should be discussed in the GSP. Chair Mills moved

on to comments on the Davids Engineering ET analysis appendix. He said the ask in December
was for Davids to go back to their supplied memo and make the description clearer about their

methodology. Additional discussion ensued about what should and should not be corrected and
what was included in the Basin Setting change order. Public comment was received from Paul
Hendrix, Mid-Kaweah GSA, that he feels GEI has done what they were asked to do and that if
there are subsidence and water quality issues not addressed they didn' t make it on the priority list
that was incorporated into the change order. Chair Mills stated that he will take all comments he

provided previously to GEI that were not addressed and re-submit them to the draft GSP. Public
comment was received from Gene Kilgore regarding the validity and science of the deep well
subsidence conclusions. Committee member Dennis Keller responded that there' s a difference

between unknown and unanalyzed and that additional analysis will be necessary. General
Manager Osterling asked the committee and GEI if it could be clarified in the GSP that
conclusions may not necessarily be a matter of lack of data, but a gap in the sense of compilation
of some data that was difficult to acquire and could still be out there and necessary additional
analysis described as management actions to be addressed. The committee agreed with that

suggestion. Public comment was received from Aaron Fukuda that he recalls that subsidence and

the fact we didn' t incorporate the subsidence modeling package was a decision made long ago
under a general recognition we didn' t have time and that we' d have to do that later. Christian

Petersen responded that there' s a pretty good correlation between change in storage and
subsidence and that' s the current approach. Chair Mills asked if this issue is something that will
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be presented in the monitoring network chapter of the GSP. Christian Petersen responded that
GEI is considering Sustainable Management Criteria chapter placement of the topic, but perhaps
it makes sense to present it in the Basin Setting instead. Public comment was received from Joe
Cardoza about whether or not we should conclude in the GSP that there are competing opinions.
The committee agreed that we can and should. Chair Mills stated that he wishes to recommend to

the Board that the TAC comes up with a viewpoint and work to edit the draft Basin Setting
document. Following additional discussion, it was decided that committee members would
provide staff with their additional comments to the Basin Setting document by May 8, 2019.

UPDATE ON DRAFT GSP MONITORING NETWORK CHAPTER:

General Manager Osterling reported that in March the committee had had the opportunity to
review and comment on an earlier draft of the chapter. He cautioned that there are aspects of the

chapter' s content that are still evolving.  Michelle Ricker provided PowerPoint slides on giving a
refresher from the last TAC meeting and changes made to the chapter since that time. Committee
members Mills and Keller commented that there appear to be water quality data points that don' t
show up on the map provided in the presentation. Ricker noted their examples for follow up.
General Manager Osterling reported that the Kaweah Watershed Coalition will likely offer their
trend monitoring wells for consideration and possible inclusion. Osterling added that there' s a lot
of additional data out there, and that we need to acknowledge that within the GSP stating it as an
informational gap that will be addressed later. He added that the subsidence grid established in
coordination with KDWCD and CalTrans is one of the best in the country and is a feather in our
cap that should be promoted in our effort to better understand subsidence. Ricker gave an update
on the selection and distribution of key wells. In examination of the key wells map Ricker
presented, Chair Mills commented that we shouldn' t trim our monitoring network to the basin
boundary — we need to illustrate that we have an interest in understanding the edge conditions.
He added that we need to improve the story, we need to put a little thought into how we' re
coordinating monitoring and addressment of shared issues at boundary areas. He asked GEI to
provide the TAC with a KMZ file of the key wells so committee members can review and
provide suggestions for public properties that could be used in proposed future expansion of the

network. Significant discussion ensued regarding the management areas. Committee member
Keller expressed concern about whether or not the proposed management areas are protective

enough of the individual service areas and unique issues of each. Discussion on the matter

ensued. Chair Mills stated that he has some concern that the monitoring network chapter is weak
on the GDEs / ISs. General Manager Osterling agreed and said he' s been meeting with local
NGOs whom are experts on the subject to ensure addressment is properly considered. Committee
member Keller added that the fractured rock issue will help to inform consideration of GDEs and
ISs as that issue is waded through. He and committee member Shaefer have a new view on

fractured rock wells and the matter should be put before the TAC at a future date. Chair Mills

wrapped up the discussion by asking GEI to parse out the water quality monitoring portions —
get away from the elevations as a proxy stance, which likely just left over text from an earlier
approach that was explored and then abandoned.

UPDATE ON SUSTAINABILE MANAGEMENT CRITERIA DEVELOPMENT:

Due to time constraints, this item was not covered by the TAC.

UPDATE ON MEASUREMENT AND MONITORING OPTIONS:
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Due to time constraints, this item was not covered by the TAC.

TECHNICAL SERVICES UPDATE:

Due to time constraints, this item was not covered by the TAC.

GKGSA MEETINGS REPORT:

Due to time constraints, this item was not covered by the TAC.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND MEETING DATE(S):

The next meeting of the TAC was scheduled for May 6, 2019 from 2:30 p.m. to 4: 30 p.m. at
Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dennis Mills, Committee Chair
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