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GREATER KAWEAH MINUTESGROUNDWATER

SUSTAINABIUTY
OF THE COMBINED MEETINGAGENCY

RURAL COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE

AND

STAKEHOLDER COMMITTEE

Held February 20, 2019

At approximately 1: 08 p.m. on February 20, 2019, at the office of the Kaweah Delta Water Conservation District, Stakeholder
Committee Chairman Brian Waite called to order a meeting of the Combined Rural Communities and Stakeholder committees.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

RURAL COMMUNITIES STAKEHOLDER

Paul Boyer Joe Cardoza

B11 Pensar Carole Combs

Chris Tantau Matt Hutcheson

Barbara Sally John Kirkpatrick

Jason Waters Blake Mauritson

Marty Toomey
Zack Stuller

Brian Watte

PUBLIC COMMENT:

Chairman Brian Watte opened the meeting for public comment. Recognition was made of the passing of Tulare
resident Robbie Soults.

MINUTES:

Chairman Watte presented the meeting minutes of the January 28,  2019 Combined Rural Communities
Committee (RCC) and Stakeholder Committee ( SC). A motion was made by Chris Tantau, seconded by Blake
Mauritson and unanimously carried that the minutes be approved with minor corrections.

GKGSA MEETING REPORT:

General Manager Eric Osterling provided the following updates:

Technical Advisory Committee

Mr. Osterling reported that the February Technical Advisory Committee meeting had been canceled and
rescheduled for March 5, 2019, with discussions on Basin Setting and projects and managements actions as they
apply to the management areas.

Board of Directors

The GKGSA Board of Directors met last on February 11, 2019. The next scheduled meeting is March 11, 2019
at 1: 00 p.m.
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SUBBASIN COORDINATION:

General Manager Eric Osterling and Michelle Ricker  ( GEI)  provided an update on subbasin
coordination. Ms. Ricker reported that an amendment to the Basin Setting Task Order has been approved with
some refinements and will be presented to the GSA managers in March, along with the addition of an
amendment to the Numerical Model Task Order either then or at a later date. The draft language for the

sustainable management criteria was presented to the Sub-basin management team and also presented to the

GSA groups for discussion and comment and the working draft of that chapter is being developed. The three
buckets approach is being used to define native, foreign and salvaged water, and those results will be folded into
refined basin setting and water budget to come up with actual quantities.

Mr. Osterling presented a draft Coordination Agreement outline that has been presented to the basin
management team committee. There has been an ongoing discussion surrounding coordinated approaches to
measurement, with additional discussion on how to approach well registration.

Mr. Osterling expanded on Ms. Ricker' s report that an amended Task Order has been approved that
included additional work to be performed by GEI along with the sub- contractor GSI, to correct items on the
water budget portion of the basin setting.

Mr. Osterling expanded on Ms. Ricker' s report that there are GSP contract monies for modeling that
could be more efficiently used by moving them over and combing with the other two GSA' s funding for a more
coordinated effort at the basin level, and an amendment will be presented to the GSA board in March.

Mr. Osterling presented the Draft Coordination Agreement outline and addressed the benefit of working
collectively with the other basins, and reviewed what the different agreement sections would include.

GSP DEVELOPMENT:

Ms. Ricker reported that March 15, 2019 is the delivery date for the basin wide Basin Setting document
which will fold into the Basin Setting GSP chapter. Work continues on the Monitoring Network chapter and
will be reviewed at the next Technical Advisory Committee meeting. Sustainability and Undesirable Results
chapter is in draft form which includes the draft language that has been reviewed by the all GSA' s groups and
continues to be a working document until the draft definitions are adopted. Ms. Ricker added there is a working
draft of the Projects and Management Actions chapter using the matrix that has been developed by the
committees and Board. Mr. Osterling added he continues to work with various people to identify specific
projects, and that management actions will be decided by the Board with input from the RCC/ SC.

Ms.  Ricker presented the overall schedule for GSP completion.  She is anticipating to have the
administrative draft of the plan completed by the end of March,  followed by rolling in the GSA model
simulations from the basin wide work. Public comment was received about when actual costs associated with

the plan would be presented and it was discussed that those numbers should be available within a month. Mr.

Osterling added they are working with the TAC to define management areas and related concepts.
Mr. Osterling discussed Project and Management Actions and coming up with the best cost benefits. Ms.

Ricker presented a Power Point Presentation regarding water supply, management demand actions, adaptive
management and cost sustainability.

Mr. Osterling presented slides on ongoing and upcoming policy, and reported that he, along with the
Mid-Kaweah manager, met with the El Rico GSA to discuss how to approach boundary wells and well fields in
each basin and agreed to keep a line of communication open and continue coordination between the two sharing
data and monitoring approaches. He emphasized that the greatest need now is to focus on requirements to meet
the 2020 deadline and that many issues will need to be tabled until after that deadline.

Discussion was held on project funding and how to best approach that process, along with penalties and
enforcement.

Mr. Osterling reported on AB417 which funds a SGMA liaison at the CDFA with the primary objective
of facilitating the development of a Social and Economic Impact Report to be provided to the legislature with
the San Joaquin Valley being a target area. Mr. Osterling added that he is part of a delegation that will be
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traveling to Sacramento to meet with DWR staff and the Governor' s staff to discuss SGMA and AB417 will be
part of that discussion.

COMMUNICATION AND ENGAGEMENT:

Mr. Osterling reported on a stakeholder survey that had been circulated, including coordination with
County of Tulare on outreach to white lands. He also reported on an interview he had with the University of
Massachusetts and Stanford working on a joint study on groundwater sustainability in all 50 states. Many
Kiwanis presentations have been performed, and he participated on a panel to discuss SGMA at the World Ag
Expo. Mr. Osterling reported he is coordinating with Stantec and the other two GSA managers on a grower
outreach event possibly in April.  Website development improvements continue.

Craig Moyle (Stantec) discussed the results of the online stakeholder outreach survey.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS AND SCHEDULE OF FUTURE MEETINGS:

The next Combined Committees meeting was scheduled for Monday, March 25, 2019 at 10: 30 a.m.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business to come before the committees, the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully Submitted,

C----'
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D•-      
Eric Osterling, Combined RCC & SC Secretary


